SUPERVISION AND CONTROL.            311

see clouds formingdand vanishing in an amazing sup-,,
cessioite of changes, all 'occurring in a single instant.
And, eveis> though his powers of vision enabled him to
pierce the cloud-envelope, he would not have a conse-
cutive presentment of the various events occurring m
any part of the earth, But only a hap-hazard succession
of half days for each portion of her surface.

However, we can easily see that, by a slight modifi-
cation, the beautiful conception of our author can be
made to illustrate one mode at least in which the
events occurring upon our earth may be conceived to
be at all times present to the thoughts of the Al-
mighty. Imagine a sphere with & radius over which
light would travel in the time which has elapsed since
living creatures first began to move upon this earth,
and having for centre the place occupied by the
earth at that instant. Then, if we imagine millions
of eyes over the surface of that sphere, all turned
with piercing powers of vision upon the central earth,
see that to these eyes the earth would be pre-
sented by the record of light, not as she is now, but
as she was at that primaeval day. Now conceive
thes^ millions of eyes closing swiftly in upon the
earth, but with this peculiarity of movement that,
instead of being always on a sphere around a fixed
point, they were always on a sphere around the posi-
tion which was really occupied by the earth, when the
light-messages started which those eyes are receiving
at the moment. Then if that wondrous sphere con-
tr^cted in an instant, according to the law assigned it,